Our Children’s Choir will present Just Like You and Me
on Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day) at the 11:00 a.m.
service.

–

–

Dear Family and Friends of Second Presbyterian,
I continue to discover the great gems that are a part of the life of Second Presbyterian. I’m still thinking about Youth, Confirmation and Senior Sunday. I loved hearing from the youth and seeing what a
blessing they are in the life of the church. I also know they are there because you all nurtured them in
the faith. Which leads me to May. On Mother’s Day we will hear from the children as they share a
musical at the 11:00 a.m. service. At 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., I will be preaching, “Mama, Do You
Love Me?”
Then there is the big celebration of Jeannie Ford’s ministry here at the life of Second Presbyterian on
May 15. Talk about a gem. In my short time here, I’ve come to appreciate her leadership and her
love for this church. Think about how many children and youth have been nurtured through her ministry. How may lives have been transformed as she shared the love of God with each person young or
old? It’s hard to imagine this church without Jeannie leading our Christian Education Ministry. She
deserves our thanks and our best wishes as she transitions to retirement. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
As Jeannie leaves, we continue to work on managing several transitions. The Pastoral Nominating
Committee is meeting faithfully as they begin their work. We are looking to manage other staff transitions through interims. We are forming a staff planning model. It looks like we will be moving toward
a full time Director of Spiritual Formation (aka Christian Education) as we look to fill some open positions. This position would put together what are several part time positions. We are also looking toward developing a position to address emerging Communication and Technology needs. I ask your
prayers for the Personnel Committee as they manage these many transitions. Also pray for your staff
who remain as they must manage the transition as well.
One other thing. Sharon and I will be away for a couple of weeks starting at the end of May. We are
on a bucket list trip: an Alaskan Cruise. We’ve had it on our calendar since January of 2021. Sort of a
retirement gift to ourselves. We will be sharing that cruise with some close friends.
I continue to be grateful for your support and encouragement. especially during the time when I was
infected with Covid. One thing I’ll be telling candidates is how gracious and loving you are as a congregation.
In faith, hope and love,

Our Endowment At Work:

May-Deal Scholarship Opportunity
The May and Deal families blessed our church by giving
planned gifts to be used as scholarships for higher education.
The Scholarship Committee is now accepting applications
for the May-Deal Scholarships for the 2022-2023 academic
year. The requirements are as follows:
Applicants shall be residents of Arkansas.
Applicants shall need financial assistance for higher education.

Applicants shall not be on full scholarship.
Undergraduate applicants must be full-time students.
The application process is competitive for a fixed pool of
scholarship funds. Usually, in-coming freshmen applicants
need to be in the upper 20% of their high school class.
Those already in college must be in good standing and on
schedule to graduate with their freshman class. The applica-

tion deadline for the 2022-2023 school year is June 6, 2022.

Applications that are incomplete or late will not be considered. Applications are available in the church office. Completed applications should be submitted to Aileen Moore.

-

Sunday, May 15, 2022
Highlights of the Day
8:30 a,m. Traditional worship service in the sanctuary.
There will be no 9:00 a.m. worship service or Sunday School this
day. Instead, there will be A Festival of Friends at 9:45 a.m. which
will include visiting with Ms. Jeannie, activities, games, and projects
inspired by Jeannie’s ministry at the church.
9:45 a.m. A Festival of Friends – Second Hall
11:00 a.m. Worship service in the sanctuary with special music and
a special presentation as we thank God for Jeannie Ford’s ministry
among us.
12:00 p.m. Special lunch and program honoring Jeannie in the
Great Hall. For the purposes of the meal, this part of the morning
does require a reservation.

Lunch Reservation Deadline
Tuesday, May 10

The Church Office will be closed on

Monday, May 30,
in observance of the Memorial Day holiday.

-

-

University Avenue Cleanup

-

-

-

Join the fun on Sunday, May 8
The Second Presbyterian Birthday Fund
During your birthday month, celebrate your birthday by giving a dollar celebrating each year of your
life to our church’s endowment fund. Whether you are 1 or 101 years of age, the gift gives back for all
the blessings in your years. Our endowment fund provides support for all our church’s ministries.
Watch for the table in the Narthex on Sunday morning.
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Presbyterian Women News
Presbyterian Women May Gathering
Tuesday, May 10 , at 10:00 a.m., in person and on Zoom
All women are invited to join us for our May Gathering of Worship, Bible Study, and celebration. Jeannie Ford will
lead Lesson 9: “What Are These Women Doing in a Place Like This “? from our What Our Grandmothers Taught Us
Bible Study and the 2022-2023 Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will be installed.
Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering
The Birthday Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s two offerings. Received in the spring each year, it gives
women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives. The Birthday Offering funds up to five projects each
year, in amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each. This offering provides grants to enable a variety of ministries supported by churches and Presbyteries around the country and world. The 2022 Birthday Offering recipients include:
McCleary House Transitional House in Farmington, Maine provides a safe place for vulnerable individuals and
families who have lost their homes due to job loss, eviction, sickness or economic hardship. The Birthday Offering
will help provide needed renovations. Iglesia Presbiteriana de Lares /Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand in Puerto Rico is a go-to location in the community for food, purified water and personal items following Hurricane Maria
and 2020 earthquakes. The Birthday Offering will help replace appliances, wiring, lighting, and plumbing needed
to make the facility ADA accessible, You may support these ministries of Presbyterian Women through online giving or mail a check to the church office, 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas 72227.
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