
 

 
Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available. 

Please ask an usher. 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
DECEMBER 18, 2022  8:30 AND 11:00 A.M. 

 

The Congregation will speak aloud the bold print in responsive readings. 
* Those who are able, please stand. 

GATHERING 
Worship begins with God. God takes the initiative and calls the Church into being. 

In the name of Christ, we heed God’s call and gather as the community of faith. 
 

 WELCOME 
 

 PRELUDE  Sinfony G.F. Handel 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVE) 

Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
The Glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Come, worship the God of glory. 
Proclaim God’s praise among the nations. 

Let us worship God! 
 
* LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (RESPONSIVE) 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
(The fourth candle is lit.) 

CANTOR: 
For all the nations, come; for all the nations, come. 
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

CONGREGATION: 

 

The Lord will give you a sign: 
Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son 
and shall name him Emmanuel (God with us). 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



* HYMN  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
Verse 1: Luke Angelo, tenor 

 Verse 2: Choir 
Verse 3: Satia Spencer, mezzo soprano  

Verse 4: Congregation 

 
 

* CALL TO CONFESSION 
Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
Let us make our confession to God. 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
God of love and truth, 
you wrapped yourself in the form of a baby 
to bring us the light of your salvation. 
We confess that we have not always welcomed the light, 
or trusted the good news of forgiveness and new life. 
We have closed our eyes 
to your glory in our midst, 
expecting little, 
and hoping for even less. 
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, 
so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, 
and live in the truth of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

(Silent Confession) 
 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON (RESPONSIVE) 
The Good News of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. 
Let us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace. 

Thanks be to the Advent God, 
who comes among us, 
setting us free to love and serve. 

 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Refrain of Hymn No. 113 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE (RESPONSIVE) 
A child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 



 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
Gathered in God’s name, we now open ourselves to God’s life-giving Word. 

 

 A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
Please take the red attendance book, sign your name and pass it down the pew and back, 
noting the names of those worshiping with you. We encourage visitors to provide the 
information requested that we might be aware of your presence with us. 

 

 ANTHEM  Every Valley Shall Be Exalted G.F. Handel 
D.C. Miles, tenor 

 

 SCRIPTURE READING ISAIAH 11:1-10 OT, PP. 640-1 
 

 SERMON COME WITH US TO BETHLEHEM: LOOK FOR THE SIGN Jody Welker 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
The proclamation of God’s Word invites responses of faith. 

 

 ANTHEM  Ave Maria F. Schubert 
Satia Spencer, mezzo soprano 

 

        Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with thee. 
 Blessed art thou amongst women 
 And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 
 OFFERTORY  Of the Father’s Love Begotten Plainchant/ McVinney 

Barry McVinney, flute 
Diane McVinney, Irish drum  

 

* DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  
Amen. 

 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 ANTHEM And the Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed G.F.Handel 
SPC Adult Choir 

 

SENDING 
The God who calls us together in worship now sends us out in service. 

 

* INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
 

* HYMN NO. 113 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 
 
* BENEDICTION 
 
 POSTLUDE Carol of the Bells M. Leontovych 

SPC Adult Choir 



 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Reverend Jody Welker 
The Reverend Alisa Secrest 

The Reverend Lindy Vogado 
Dr. Bevan Keating, Director of Music and the Arts 

Adam Savacool, Organist 
Clint Brockway, Interpreter 

Cantors:  (8:30) Audrey and Ava Campbell (11:00) Jubilee Leenhouts 
Liturgists: (8:30) Laura and Chris Campbell (11:00) Somerset and Savannah Sea 

Elders of the Day: (8:30) Carol Young (11:00) Alicia Byrd 
Ushers: (8:30) Dan, Chrissy, Clara, Anna and Ezra Voth 

 (11:00) Cheryl Denson, Woody Jolley, Leon Lants, Johanna Lewis, Cindy McAfee,  
Rob Owens, Bradley and Beckett Wright 

Greeters: (11:00) Jerrie Finch and Diane Holt 
 

Notes on the Offertory piece: The ancient poem was translated and paired with a 
medieval plainchant melody "Divinum mysterium." "Divinum mysterium" was a 
"Sanctus trope" – an ancient plainchant melody which over the years had been 
musically embellished. An early version of this chant appears in manuscript form 
as early as the 10th century, although without the melodic additions, and "trope" 
versions with various melodic differences appear in Italian, German, Gallacian, 

Bohemian and Spanish manuscripts dating from the 13th to 16th centuries. 
 
 

 
Please notify the church office of hospitalizations, 

joys and concerns. For a full listing of prayer 
concerns, please call the Care and Concern line at 

(501) 227-6117. 
 

 
 

STATEMENT OF WELCOME AND INCLUSIVENESS 
As one part of the church of Jesus Christ, we are inspired and guided by 

Christ’s vision of God’s realm—one that includes all who seek to love God and 
neighbor. 

Second Presbyterian Church welcomes all people. 
As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we invite those who 

respond in trust and obedience to God’s grace in Jesus Christ to become part of the 
membership and ministry of the church. 

We would be pleased to have you join us in our journey of faith, regardless of 
age, race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic or family status, 
ethnic background, mental or physical abilities. 

DID YOU MISS ONE OF THE SERMONS? If so, you can watch past worship services on 
the church website at secondpreslr.org.  To receive a copy of a sermon either by e-mail 
or regular mail, contact Karin Howze, karinhowze@secondpreslr.org or (501) 
227-0000. Printed copies are available in the Narthex and the church office. 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 
Your generosity is a meaningful expression of your faith in God and 
your commitment to Christ’s work in the world. Contributions can be 
made to the 2022 Annual Budget, Memorial Gifts and the Birthday 
Fund. You may support the ministries of our church by placing your 
offering in the offering plate, through online giving at 
secondpreslr.org/giving or mailing a check to the church office, 600 Pleasant Valley 
Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas 72227. 

A WEATHER REMINDER: Weekday church events are canceled and the church office 
is closed if the Little Rock Public Schools are canceled or dismissed due to weather. 

 

 

 



PRAY FOR OUR GLOBAL MISSION PARTNERS: For several years, our congregation 
has supported the ministry of PC(USA) mission co-worker Dori Hjalmarson in 
Honduras.  Dori accompanies, coordinates and coaches lay and pastoral leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church of Honduras as they develop educational opportunities for their 
members and communities.  For more information about getting involved in our 
Presbytery’s International Partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Honduras, 
contact Lindy Vogado (lindyvogado@secondpreslr.org). 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18: Today, the Second Presbyterian Adult Choir is offering 
special Advent and Christmas music during the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. 
Special solos offered by mezzo soprano, Satia Spencer, tenor, DC Miles and sopranos, 
Taylor Bumann and Blythe Keating with instrumentalists  Barry and Diane McVinney 
and organist Adam Savaccol, will highlight a morning of beautiful Christmas 
favorites.  In addition, the SPC Adult choir will lead the congregation during a few of 
our favorite carols and Advent hymns. The members of your music ministry look 
forward to sharing the gift of music with you as we prepare for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

ENJOY A ZOOM CONVERSATION WITH A PALESTINIAN CHRISTIAN FROM 

BETHLEHEM, Today, December 18, at 2:00 p.m. Jody Welker invites you to a 
conversation with a friend who lives in Bethlehem: Kamal Mukarker. Kamal is a 
Palestinian Christian of deep faith who is a tour guide with a great understanding of 
Bible and History. Come and join the conversation. Learn more about the place where 
Jesus was born. If you would to like to join the conversation, you will find the Zoom 
link in the Second Connections email sent out this morning.  
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE UPDATE: Wednesday, December 21, 6:00 p.m., Second 
Hall. We invite you to join us for a service that recognizes grief and loss during a 
season that can feel overwhelming with "merry and bright.” A simple dinner will be 
provided. Contact Catherine Allsbury at catherineallsbury@secondpreslr.org for a 
dinner reservation.  
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE TRADITIONAL CANDLELIGHT AND COMMUNION SERVICE 
DECEMBER 24 

5:00 AND 7:30 P.M. 
 

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS IN STORY AND SONG 
DECEMBER 25 

11:00 A.M. 
 

A NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 
JANUARY 1, 2023 

11:00 A.M. 
 

Feel free to come casually dressed for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. We are 
glad to offer livestream worship options for Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m., Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.  
 
CHEESES WITH JESUS Our final meeting of the year will be on December 21 at 7:00 
p.m. We will have a Christmas party at 8301 Evergreen Drive 72227. We have had 
several new faces with us recently-- always have room for more friends! We are a 
mixed group of pairs and spares, married and single, in between “young adult” and 
retiree. Contact Catherine Allsbury (catherineallsbury@secondpreslr.org.) for more 
information.  
 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
600 PLEASANT VALLEY DRIVE   OFFICE: (501) 227-0000 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72227   FAX: (501) 227-6513 

CARE & CONCERN LINE: (501) 227-6117 
WWW.SECONDPRESLR.ORG 



UPDATE FROM YOUR PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Your PNC is continuing 
its work. We are continuously evaluating applications/applicants and determining who 
we want to consider further. Please continue reaching out to your connections with 
other Presbyterian pastors or folks in the pastor community. Let them know we're 
looking, and let us know if you've got contacts we can reach out to. Again, if you visit 
a church in your travels and the pastor knocks your socks off, we'd love to have those 
recommendations. Continue to pray for us as we continue this search. PNC Members: 
Beth Sigler, Moderator, Greg Adams, Christina Littlejohn, Jim Marsh, Kathryn 
McMillan, Jennifer Rigsby, and Jón Stevenson.  
 

Let Us Build A House Where Love Can Dwell 
 

We are currently receiving commitments to the 
2023 annual stewardship campaign. We are off to a 
great start and have received estimates of giving 
and gifts totaling $1,561,330.  We encourage those 
who have not yet made a commitment to do so as a 
sign of your love for what God is doing in the life 
of Second Presbyterian Church. Every 
commitment makes a difference. We want to be 
able to maintain a vital and active ministry and 
compensate our staff fairly. Please prayerfully 
consider your support for your church. 

 
If you have not made your commitment, there are four ways you can turn in your 
Estimate of Giving card:  

 Place it in the offering plate today. 
 Mail it to the church. 
 Drop it off at the church office during the week.  
 Complete it online through our church’s website at 

secondpreslr.org or with the QR code.  
Estimate of Giving cards are in the pews.  
 
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH (SPY) UPDATE: The SPY Christmas Party will be 
followed by a Lock-In on Wednesday, December 21, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 a.m 
in the Youth Building. All youth are invited to attend. For the Christmas party, bring 
a $10 white elephant gift and a dish to share for a potluck dinner. For the Lock-In, 
bring a pillow, sleeping bag, and things you need for the night. It’s sure to be a fun 
time. College students are invited to catch up with their SPY friends at the College 
Christmas Party in the Youth Building on Monday, December 19, from 6:00 - 9:00 
p.m. in the Youth Building. Bring a dish to share for a potluck dinner. See you there! 
 
SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE: God has led us to a new Director of Youth and Young 
Adults!  Elizabeth Cahoon will join us with her husband Joel at the beginning of 
January.  They will be coming from Annapolis, MD.  Please join us in thanking God 
for bringing us together.  Stay tuned for more information on welcoming Elizabeth 
and Joel to Little Rock. 
 
NO ADULT OR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Year's 
Day.  Please enjoy time in prayer and with loved ones. 
 
SECOND HALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Join us for our class, “The Redemption of 
Scrooge” by Matt Rawle, December 18 and January 8 in Second Hall. Each class 
contains a short video and discussion on the imperative question—how, and why, can 
Scrooge be redeemed from his pride, greed, and envy? Led by Vernon Markham. 
Books are available for $10 in the church office. 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES:  Join these Adult Sunday School classes starting 
at 9:50 a.m.! Connections Cafe (Room 62) younger adults (20s to 40ish) gather to read 
excerpts of Brian McClaren’s Do I Stay Christian? and craft a space of openness and 
acceptance for everyone’s differing faith journey as emotions and questions arise 
during each person’s effort to deconstruct and reconstruct a meaningful faith. No 
advance reading required, but books available! 
 



NEW YEAR ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE: Start the new year off right with our first 
series on “The Meaning of Transitional Ministry.”  If you asked the question, “when 
will we get a new pastor?” then this series is for you!  Rev. Jody Welker will join us 
on his last Sunday, January 15, to reflect on his experience in a year of Interim Head 
Pastor.  Then, newly retired professional interim Rev. Howard Reed with join us for 
two Sundays January 22 and 29 to discuss the theological underpinning of transitional 
ministry and the congregational response and responsibility in a season of change.  Get 
answers to questions you may not realize you had, and discuss our path forward 
together. 
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING TODAY: Each year during the Advent and Christmas 
season, we celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the 
PC(USA)’s Christmas Joy Offering, we celebrate the gift of Jesus by providing 
assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and by 
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges who are 
equipping communities of color.  Fifty percent of the Christmas Joy Offering 
recognizes the faithfulness of current and retired church workers by providing funds 
to help them through difficult times. The other fifty percent of the offering provides 
basic operating costs and scholarships to deserving students at Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges that nurture racial and ethnic diversity. This has been a 
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.   You can contribute to this Christmas 
Joy Offering by using the envelope provided in your bulletin, visiting our website at 
www.secondpreslr.org, or mailing a check to the church office with Christmas Joy 
Offering noted in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 
STEWPOT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN THE NEW YEAR: Stewpot is a daily meal 
ministry on the campus of First Presbyterian Church downtown, and our congregation 
provides significant financial and volunteer resources to make the ministry 
possible.  During the pandemic, Stewpot transitioned from serving meals in a dining 
hall to distributing sack lunches in a carry-out fashion, and this change was so well-
received that the leadership has continued to serve in this way.  One need they have 
are volunteers to help put together the sack lunches from 9:00-11:00 a.m. once a 
month.  They are looking for new volunteers to serve once a month on the following 
times:  1st, 4th, or 5th Tuesdays or 3rd, 4th, or 5th Thursdays.  Another need Stewpot has 
is someone to deliver clothing from our small donation site at the church to the Stewpot 
clothes closet at First Pres.  This job can be done anytime during work hours, typically 
every 4-6 weeks, and the amount of clothing is typically small enough to fit into the 
back of an SUV or sedan style-trunk.   If you are interested in serving in either of these 
capacities, please contact Lindy Vogado in the church office at 
lindyvogado@secondpreslr.org. 
 

FAMILY AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY UPDATE 
BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS: Children of all ages are invited to a very special 
birthday party in the Great Hall TODAY at 9:45 a.m.... no presents necessary!  Join 
us for crafts, cupcakes, music, story time, and more. 
 
CHILDREN’S POP-UP REINDEER GAMES EVENT: Kids of all ages are invited to join 
us at noon on Friday, December 23, for Christmas-themed games and activities.  Bring 
a friend!  Let us know you’ll be there by emailing Grant Wildwright at 
grantwildwright@secondpreslr.org. 
 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We are on Christmas break and will return on January 
8.  Merry Christmas! 
 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP: Young Adults (18-35ish) are invited to join us at our regular 
fellowship events. We meet on Sundays in the Narthex after the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service for lunch and discussion. We also meet offsite every other Thursday at 7:00 
p.m. for trivia and fellowship. To inquire about these events or get on our mailing list 
to find out about special events, contact grantwildwright@secondpreslr.org. 
 
SUNDAY FAMILY DINNERS: Families with children are invited to dinners every other 
week (alternating with Sunday Evening SPY) at the home of the McCormack 
family. The next dinners will be held December 18 and January 8.  Main dish provided, 
bring a side dish or dessert to share. The McCormacks’ address is 2 Northwest Ct. 
Little Rock, AR 72212.  Contact Grant Wildwright with questions 
grantwildwright@secondpreslr.org. 



 
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT  
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN! 

commissioned May, 1992 
  
If you or someone you know is hurting and you would like more information about 

receiving Stephen Ministry care 
-OR- 

If you are interested in learning more about our upcoming Stephen Ministry training 
class, please contact any of our Stephen Leaders. 

  
Kay Combs  501-517-5007 
Cathy Crass  501-951-5890 

Steve Dunnagan  501-590-9768 
Laurie Stueart  501-658-7966 
Jana Villemez  501-517-1474 
JoAnn McQuade, Grief Care 

Rev. Alisa Secrest  501-227-0000  
  

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
GIVING COMFORT, LIFTING SPIRITS 

 
 
USHER/GREETER VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS APPRECIATED: Those who serve as ushers 
and greeters for our worship service are providing a ministry of hospitality for 
members and visitors to our church. Along with providing an important leadership role 
for worship, those who serve as ushers and greeters are also afforded a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and work alongside other members of the congregation. You may 
contact the following deacons who serve as usher captains to volunteer as ushers or 
greeters. 

DECEMBER WORSHIP USHER CAPTAINS 

8:30 A.M. 11:00 A.M. 

Dan Voth 
 

Freddie Jolley 
Scott Polk 

 
 

 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him. 

– Romans 8:28a 

Second Presbyterian Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation. We provide 
confidential Christian caregiving to hurting people. To find out more about 
Stephen Ministry or to receive a Stephen Minister’s care, call Associate Pastor 
Alisa Secrest at (501) 227-0000. Pastor Alisa will work with you to decide if 
Stephen Ministry will be a good fit for you and your unique situation. 

 
 



CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
*Big Music Sunday  
Worship 8:30, 9:00, 11:00 
*Birthday Party for Jesus 9:45  
Young Adults Lunch 12:15 
*Kamal Mukarker Discussion 2:00 
Basketball Scrimmage 3:00 
Family Dinner 4:00 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Pastoral Care 1:30 
*College Christmas Party 6:00 
Boy Scouts 7:00 
Volleyball 7:00  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Men’s Group Bible Study 7:00 
Basketball Practice 6:30 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Staff Meeting 9:00 
Two Rivers Park Clean Up 9:00 
Blue Christmas Service 6:00 
*SPY Christmas Party and Lock In 
6:00 
Adult Choir 6:00 
*Cheeses With Jesus Christmas Party 
7:00  
 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
Basketball Practice 6:30 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 
Church Office Closed 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
Christmas Day 
Worship 11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Denotes announcement in bulletin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


