
 

 
Come With Us 

to Bethlehem 
December 24, 2022 

          5:00 and 7:30 p.m. 

  



Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available. 
Please ask an usher. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
DECEMBER 24, 2022  5:00 AND 7:30 P.M. 

The Congregation will speak aloud the bold print in responsive readings. 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 

GATHERING 
Worship begins with God. God takes the initiative and calls the Church into being. 

In the name of Christ, we heed God’s call and gather as the community of faith. 
 
 CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
 WELCOME 
 
 PRELUDE In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J.S. Bach 
 
* LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE (RESPONSIVE) 

We light the Christ candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
(All candles are lit.) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined. 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN NO. 133          O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
 
* RESPONSIVE PRAYER  
        Mighty God, 
              Everlasting One, 
              Prince of Peace, 
              Swaddled, crying, hungry baby: 

You came when our need was greatest. 
You came not in majesty but in a manger. 
You came when it was dark, 

not the friendly darkness 
  as when sleep rescues the weary; 
 but the frightening darkness, 
  as when people lose their hope; 
 and hearts break into pieces, 
 and hatred starts to seem reasonable. 
You came when the world was dark; 
 looking so much like one of us, 
  and yet calling us to be like you. 
 You came as light, 
a kind of light we had never seen before, 
 perhaps for the first time, 
 just how dark the darkness had become. 
But on this holy night, 
 even we who have walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light. 
 Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, 
 Everlasting One, 
 Prince of Peace, 
 Swaddled, crying, hungry baby, 
 born to rescue people who walk in the dark. 
 We worship and adore you, 
  our light, 
  our life, 

          God’s living Word become flesh. Amen. 
  



* PASSING OF THE PEACE (RESPONSIVE) 
A child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
 TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
 CHORAL RESPONSE  Once in Royal David’s City  
  
 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child.  
 
 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.   
 
 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                
 
 THE READING OF THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL           LUKE 2:1-20 NT. P. 58 
 
 ANTHEM (5:00) What Child Is This?  arr. Rutter/Meincke 

SPC Adult Choir  

    (7:30) I Wonder As I Wander J. Rutter 
    SPC Small Ensemble 

Blythe Keating, soloist 
 
 SERMON           Come With Us to Bethlehem: Welcome Home!  Jody Welker 

 
* HYMN NO. 113 Angels We Have Heard on High ADESTE FIDELES 
 
 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

This Christmas Eve offering supports the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund, an account 
administered by our pastors and used to meet the emergency needs of church and 
community members for food, shelter, clothing, medicine, and travel.  Please give 
generously to share Christ’s love with our neighbors throughout the year. 

 
 OFFERTORY  O Holy Night A. Adam 

Janette Robinson, soloist 
 
* DOXOLOGY  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

All praise to God, Eternal One, and praise to Christ, 
Redeeming Son, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise to the Spirit, ever near, 
Great Three in One, be with us here, Alleluia (5 times) 

 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 
 GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (RESPONSIVE) 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is good to give you thanks, O God, 



source of abundant life.  
In Jesus is your eternal Word, 
the reflection of your glory.  
In him you have become one with us 
that we might become one with you. 

 
Thank you for Jesus, 
who proclaimed your dream of peace, 
He gave himself for our weary world, 
accepting death so that we might live 
and setting us free for love.  
Remembering his death and resurrection, 
and longing for his coming in glory, 
we offer you these gifts of bread and wine 
and our lives in thanks and praise.  

 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts, 
that they may be the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, 
that we might be a people of grace and truth, 
bearing good news of joy in every season. 
Then bring us at the last with Mary and Joseph and all your saints 
to that vision of eternal splendor for which you have created us.  
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.  

 
 
         THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

We have two means by which to receive communion. As you come forward you 
may receive communion by intinction or you may receive a prepackaged 
individual serving of a gluten-free wafer with grape juice. You are invited to 
come forward, then return to your seat. We ask those with prepackaged servings 
to dispose of your kit as you exit the sanctuary. If you are a visitor, we welcome 
you and invite you to follow the example of the members of the congregation as 
to when to come forward and how to return. To request assistance opening your 
communion kits, or to receive a kit at your seat, please raise your hand and a 
server will come to you. 
 

  
 
 
 



 COMMUNION HYMNS 
The congregation is invited to join the Choir in singing the following hymns: 

 NO. 147  The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 
 NO. 144  In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

Verse 1: Ethan Ezell, soloist  
Verses 2, 3, 4: Congregation 

 NO. 115  Away in a Manger MUELLER 
 NO. 119  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing  MENDELSSOHN 
  
 PRAYER 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS 
 

        A READING FROM JOHN 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was        
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life,  and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

 
As we receive the light from the Christ candle, we share that gift with one 
another, remembering Jesus who said: “I am the light of the world.” 

 
      SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

When passing the flame, always keep your lit candle upright while the next 
person tilts his or her unlit candle to yours. Candles can be extinguished 
following the Benediction and returned to the Narthex. 

 
* HYMN NO. 122 Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
* BENEDICTION 
 
* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Joy to the World! ANTIOCH 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love. 

 
* POSTLUDE  (5:00) Toccata on ANTIOCH C. Phillips 
    (7:30) O Come, All Ye Faithful arr. L. Larson 
 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
600 PLEASANT VALLEY DRIVE  OFFICE: (501) 227-0000 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72227  FAX: (501) 227-6513 

CARE & CONCERN LINE: (501) 227-6117 
WWW.SECONDPRESLR.ORG 



 
WORSHIP LEADERS 

The Reverend Jody Welker 
The Reverend Alisa Secrest 

The Reverend Marie Mainard O’Connell 
Dr. Bevan Keating, Director of Music and the Arts 

 Austin Lallier and Adam Savacool, Organists 
Clint Brockway, Interpreter 

Ushers: (7:30) The Polk Family, Chris and Graham Boggs  

Communion Servers:  (5:00) Dan Voth, Carol Young, Mim Hundley, Nancy Hamlin, 
Sandy Henry, Phillip Boggs, Cheryl Denson, Sharon and Ed Hankins 

(7:30) Freddie and Woody Jolley, George Keck, Cheryl Denson, Sandra Rogers, 
Julie, Mike, Alex and Chris Honeycutt 

 

 
Please notify the church office of hospitalizations, 

joys and concerns. For a full listing of prayer 
concerns, please call the Care and Concern line at 

(501) 227-6117 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS IN STORY AND SONG 
DECEMBER 25 

11:00 A.M. 

Join us for worship on Christmas Day! We will have an informal service with carols, 
communion, stories, music and more as we celebrate the birth of Christ. Dress is casual 
and spirits are bright! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 
JANUARY 1, 2023 

11:00 A.M. 

Come kick off the new year with a special New Year’s Day worship service. (one 
service only) We will sing and pray in the new year. Jody Welker will preach on the 
theme “Behold, The New Thing God is Doing” as inspired by Isaiah and the Book of 
Revelation. We will celebrate communion and enjoy greeting one another in the New 
Year. Dress is casual.  
 
 



STATEMENT OF WELCOME AND INCLUSIVENESS 
As one part of the church of Jesus Christ, we are inspired and guided by 

Christ’s vision of God’s realm—one that includes all who seek to love God and 
neighbor. 

Second Presbyterian Church welcomes all people. 
As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we invite those who 

respond in trust and obedience to God’s grace in Jesus Christ to become part of the 
membership and ministry of the church. 

We would be pleased to have you join us in our journey of faith, regardless of 
age, race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic or family status, 
ethnic background, mental or physical abilities. 

DID YOU MISS ONE OF THE SERMONS? If so, you can watch past worship services on 
the church website at secondpreslr.org.  To receive a copy of a sermon either by e-mail 
or regular mail, contact Karin Howze, karinhowze@secondpreslr.org or (501) 
227-0000. Printed copies are available in the Narthex and the church office. 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 
Your generosity is a meaningful expression of your faith in God and 
your commitment to Christ’s work in the world. Contributions can be 
made to the 2022 Annual Budget, Memorial Gifts and the Birthday 
Fund. You may support the ministries of our church by placing your 
offering in the offering plate, through online giving at 
secondpreslr.org/giving or mailing a check to the church office, 600 Pleasant Valley 
Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas 72227. 

A WEATHER REMINDER: Weekday church events are canceled and the church office 
is closed if the Little Rock Public Schools are canceled or dismissed due to weather. 

PRAY FOR OUR GLOBAL MISSION PARTNERS: For several years, our congregation 
has supported the ministry of PC(USA) mission co-worker Dori Hjalmarson in 
Honduras.  Dori accompanies, coordinates and coaches lay and pastoral leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church of Honduras as they develop educational opportunities for their 
members and communities.  For more information about getting involved in our 
Presbytery’s International Partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Honduras, 
contact Lindy Vogado (lindyvogado@secondpreslr.org). 
 
PASTORAL CARE: Emergency pastoral care and visitation is provided by Rev. Marie 
Mainard O’Connell from December 26 through December 30; she can be reached at 
mariemo@secondpreslr.org and 214-686-6347 or by calling the church office. 
 
UPDATE FROM YOUR PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Your PNC is continuing 
its work. We are continuously evaluating applications/applicants and determining who 
we want to consider further. Please continue reaching out to your connections with 
other Presbyterian pastors or folks in the pastor community. Let them know we're 
looking, and let us know if you've got contacts we can reach out to. Again, if you visit 
a church in your travels and the pastor knocks your socks off, we'd love to have those 
recommendations. Continue to pray for us as we continue this search. PNC Members: 
Beth Sigler, Moderator, Greg Adams, Christina Littlejohn, Jim Marsh, Kathryn 
McMillan, Jennifer Rigsby, and Jón Stevenson.  
 
STEWPOT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN THE NEW YEAR: Stewpot is a daily meal 
ministry on the campus of First Presbyterian Church downtown, and our congregation 
provides significant financial and volunteer resources to make the ministry 
possible.  During the pandemic, Stewpot transitioned from serving meals in a dining 
hall to distributing sack lunches in a carry-out fashion, and this change was so well-
received that the leadership has continued to serve in this way.  One need they have 
are volunteers to help put together the sack lunches from 9:00-11:00 a.m. once a 
month.  They are looking for new volunteers to serve once a month on the following 
times:  1st, 4th, or 5th Tuesdays or 3rd, 4th, or 5th Thursdays.  Another need Stewpot has 
is someone to deliver clothing from our small donation site at the church to the Stewpot 
clothes closet at First Pres.  This job can be done anytime during work hours, typically 
every 4-6 weeks, and the amount of clothing is typically small enough to fit into the 
back of an SUV or sedan style-trunk.   If you are interested in serving in either of these 
capacities, please contact Lindy Vogado in the church office at 
lindyvogado@secondpreslr.org. 
 



Let Us Build A House Where Love Can Dwell 
 

We are currently receiving commitments to the 2023 
annual stewardship campaign. We are off to a great 
start and have received estimates of giving and gifts 
totaling $1,747,960.  We encourage those who have 
not yet made a commitment to do so as a sign of 
your love for what God is doing in the life of Second 
Presbyterian Church. Every commitment makes a 
difference. We want to be able to maintain a vital 
and active ministry and compensate our staff fairly. 
Please prayerfully consider your support for your 
church. 

 
If you have not made your commitment, there are four ways you can turn in your 
Estimate of Giving card:  

 Place it in the offering plate today. 
 Mail it to the church. 
 Drop it off at the church office during the week.  
 Complete it online through our church’s website at 

secondpreslr.org or with the QR code.  
Estimate of Giving cards are on the tables in the back of the sanctuary.   
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS: God has led 
us to a new Director of Youth and Young Adults!  Elizabeth Cahoon will join us with 
her husband Joel on January 1.  They will be coming from Annapolis, MD.  Please 
join us in thanking God for bringing us together.   
 
NO ADULT OR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Year's 
Day.  Please enjoy time in prayer and with loved ones. 
 
NEW YEAR ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE: Start the new year off right with our first 
series on “The Meaning of Transitional Ministry.”  If you asked the question, “when 
will we get a new pastor?” then this series is for you!  Rev. Jody Welker will join us 
on his last Sunday, January 15, to reflect on his experience in a year of Interim Head 
Pastor.  Then, newly retired professional interim Rev. Howard Reed with join us for 
two Sundays January 22 and 29 to discuss the theological underpinning of transitional 
ministry and the congregational response and responsibility in a season of change.  Get 
answers to questions you may not realize you had, and discuss our path forward 
together. 
 

FAMILY AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We are on Christmas break and will return on January 
8.  Merry Christmas! 
 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP: Young Adults (18-35ish) are invited to join us at our regular 
fellowship events. We meet on Sundays in the Narthex after the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service for lunch and discussion. We also meet offsite every other Thursday at 7:00 
p.m. for trivia and fellowship. To inquire about these events or get on our mailing list 
to find out about special events, contact grantwildwright@secondpreslr.org. 
 
SUNDAY FAMILY DINNERS: Families with children are invited to dinners every other 
week (alternating with Sunday Evening SPY) at the home of the McCormack 
family. The next dinner will be held January 8.  Main dish provided, bring a side dish 
or dessert to share. The McCormacks’ address is 2 Northwest Ct. Little Rock, AR 
72212.  Contact Grant Wildwright with questions grantwildwright@secondpreslr.org. 
 
WEDNESDAYS AT CHURCH FOR YOUTH AND KIDS (WACKY) resumes January 11. 
This program is open to all Kindergarten through Twelfth Graders and runs from 5:00-
7:30 p.m. With choir, bells, dinner and youth/children’s activities, there’s something 
for everyone! Come get WACKY with us. Friends and visitors are always welcome. 
See you soon! Interested in volunteering, or for more information, please contact Mary 
Ibis, maryibis@secondpreslr.org or (501) 412-1416.  
 



CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 
STEPHEN MINISTRY AT  

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN! 
commissioned May, 1992 

 
If you or someone you know is hurting and you would like more information about 

receiving Stephen Ministry care 
-OR- 

If you are interested in learning more about our upcoming Stephen Ministry training 
class, please contact any of our Stephen Leaders. 

 
Kay Combs  501-517-5007 
Cathy Crass  501-951-5890 

Steve Dunnagan  501-590-9768 
Laurie Stueart  501-658-7966 
Jana Villemez  501-517-1474 
JoAnn McQuade, Grief Care 

Rev. Alisa Secrest  501-227-0000  
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
GIVING COMFORT, LIFTING SPIRITS 

 
USHER/GREETER VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS APPRECIATED: Those who serve as ushers 
and greeters for our worship service are providing a ministry of hospitality for 
members and visitors to our church. Along with providing an important leadership role 
for worship, those who serve as ushers and greeters are also afforded a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and work alongside other members of the congregation. You may 
contact the following deacons who serve as usher captains to volunteer as ushers or 
greeters. 

JANUARY WORSHIP USHER CAPTAINS 

8:30 A.M. 11:00 A.M. 

 Johanna Lewis 
Jo Paulus 

 
 

 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him. 

– Romans 8:28a 

Second Presbyterian Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation. We provide 
confidential Christian caregiving to hurting people. To find out more about 
Stephen Ministry or to receive a Stephen Minister’s care, call Associate Pastor 
Alisa Secrest at (501) 227-0000. Pastor Alisa will work with you to decide if 
Stephen Ministry will be a good fit for you and your unique situation. 

 



CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
Christmas Day 
Worship 11:00 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 
Church Office Closed 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 
Men’s Group Bible Study 7:00 
PW Coordinating Team 1:00 
Basketball Practice 6:30 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
Adult Choir 6:00 
 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 
Basketball Practice 6:30 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
New Year’s Day 
Montreat College Conference 
Worship 11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Denotes announcement in bulletin 

 


